Primary acinic cell carcinoma (ACC) of the lung is very rare and this tumor is thought to arise from pluripotent cells of the submucosal glands of the tracheobronchial tree. We report here on a case of primary ACC of the lung in a 68-year-old man who had a solitary pulmonary nodule in the left lower lobe. The patient was symptomless and the lesion was found on a chest X-ray taken during a regular health checkup. The video assisted thoracoscopic surgery wedge resection revealed an ovoid yellow tan solid mass that was 1.8 cm at the largest diameter. Microscopically, the neoplastic cells grew in solid sheets of round cells with eccentric nuclei and abundant basophilic granular cytoplasm. There were no mitotic figures or areas of pleomorphic or anaplastic cells. Immunohistochemical staining for cytokeratin (AE1/AE3) was positive, but the staining for chromogranin A and CD56 was negative. 
Tracheobronchial and pulmonary tumors that resemble salivary gland neoplasm are rare. Among these, adenoid cystic carcinoma and mucoepidermoid carcinoma are relatively common. Salivary gland-type mixed tumors are next in frequency, but primary acinic cell carcinoma (ACC) is extremely rare (1) . Since the first case of the primary ACC of the lung was described by Fechner in 1972 (2) , only 18 cases have been reported in the English medical literature (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) . To the best of our knowledge, no such case has been previously reported in Korea. ACC of the lung is thought to arise from pluripotent cells of the submucosal serous and mucous glands of the tracheobronchial tree, which are histologically analogous to the major and minor salivary glands, and the histologic features of ACC of the lung are almost identical to that of the salivary glands. Herein we report on a unique case of ACC in a man who presented with a solitary pulmonary nodule.
CASE REPORT
A 68-year-old man who was a never-smoker with no significant past medical history was incidentally found to have a nodule in the left lower lobe on a routine chest X-ray ( Several membrane bounded electron dense secretory granules were also found (Fig. 1E) . The patient is doing well 4 months after the operation. Primary ACC of the lung is a rare neoplasm that makes up less than 1% of all primary lung tumors (19) . ACC is definitely a malignant tumor, although the biologic behavior of the reported cases has so far been favorable, and the early detection, diagnosis and treatment are very important to the prognosis of these patients. Thus, ACC should be considered in the differential diagnosis when a solitary pulmonary nodule is found.
